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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: PNG OF DONALD KURSCH 

1 . THE SECRETARY RAISED THE PNG QUESTION WITH AMBASSADOR 
DOBRYNIN JANUARY 14, EXPLAINING AGAIN OUR REASON FOR EX- 
PELLING AVDYUNIN AND EMPHASIZING OUR DETERMINATION TO RE- 
ACT VIGOROUSLY TO THE ACTION AGAINST KURSCH, BUT URGING THAT 
BOTH SIDES TAKE STEPS TO AVOID ENGAGING IN SUCH RETALIATIONS. 
DOBRYNIN SAID HE HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM MOSCOW TO 
INFORM US BY NOTE TODAY THAT KURSCH MUST LEAVE IMMEDIATELY, 
PROTESTING THE "CRUDE PROVOCATION" AGAINST AVDYUNIN, AND 
REJECTING THE ASSERTION THAT THE SOVIET SIDE HAS AN ADVAN- 
TAGE IN NUMBERS OF TRADE OFFICIALS, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT US 
BUSINESSMEN IN MOSCOW. AFTER THE SECRETARY MADE CLEAR WE 
WERE CERTAIN OF THE CASE AGAINST AVDYUNIN AND WOULD NOT 
ACCEPT RETALIATION WITHOUT REACTING, IT WAS AGREED THAT 
VASEV WOULD CARRY OUT MOSCOW'S INSTRUCTIONS ORALLY, RATHER 
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THAN BY NOTE, AND THAT WE WOULD RESPOND BY SUGGESTING THEY 
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT OUR EVIDENCE AGAINST AVDYUNIN. VASEV 
WOULD THEN AGREE TO GO BACK TO MOSCOW ON OUR PROPOSAL. 

2. VASEV LATER IN THE DAY CALLED ON SHULMAN, MAKING THE 
THREE POINTS MENTIONED BY DOBRYNIN AND A FOURTH POINT: THAT 
IF THE US EXPELS A COUNSELOR FROM THE SOVIET TRADE OFFICE 
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THE SOVIET SIDE WILL TAKE "APPROPRIATE MEASURES IT DEEMS 
NECESSARY." SHULMAN REITERATED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
DOUBT THAT IF THE ACTION AGAINST KURSCH STANDS, WE WILL 
PROCEED TO EXPEL ONE OF THEIR COUNSELORS. HOWEVER, RE- 
GARDING THE ALLEGED FABRICATION OF A CASE AGAINST AVDYUNIN, 
WE HAVE EVIDENCE IN ADDITION TO THAT ALREADY SHOWN VASEV, 
AND WOULD BE PREPARED TO SHOW IT TO HIM OR DOBRYNIN IN 
ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAD ABSOLUTELY SOUND GROUNDS 
FOR THE PNG OF AVDYUNIN. SHULMAN SUGGESTED WE HOLD OFF 
THE ACTION REGARDING KURSCH UNTIL THAT HAS BEEN DONE. 

VASEV REPLIED THAT HE WOULD REPORT THAT TO MOSCOW. 

3. WE EXPECT TO ARRANGE THE SHOWING OF THE ADDITIONAL 
EVIDENCE EARLY NEXT WEEK. IF IN THE MEANTIME, THE MFA 
SHOULD AGAIN DEMAND KURSCH'S DEPARTURE, YOU SHOULD MAKE 
SURE THAT THE MFA'S DEMARCHE TAKES ACCOUNT OF TODAY'S 
TALK WITH VASEV. IF THE MFA MAKES CLEAR THAT THEY ARE 
RESPONDING TO SHULMAN'S DEMARCHE OF TODAY, YOU MAY PROCEED 
TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR KURSCH'S DEPARTURE BUT INFORM 
THE DEPARTMENT NIACT. VANCE 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PINT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: PNG OF DONALD KURSCH 

1 . THE SECRETARY RAISED THE PNG QUESTION WITH AMBASSADOR 
DOBRYNIN JANUARY 14, EXPLAINING AGAIN OUR REASON FOR EX- 
PELLING AVDYUNIN AND EMPHASIZING OUR DETERMINATION TO RE- 
ACT VIGOROUSLY TO THE ACTION AGAINST KURSCH, BUT URGING THAT 
BOTH SIDES TAKE STEPS TO AVOID ENGAGING IN SUCH RETALIATIONS. 
DOBRYNIN SAID HE HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM MOSCOW TO 
INFORM US BY NOTE TODAY THAT KURSCH MUST LEAVE IMMEDIATELY, 
PROTESTING THE "CRUDE PROVOCATION" AGAINST AVDYUNIN, AND 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 011051 

REJECTING THE ASSERTION THAT THE SOVIET SIDE HAS AN ADVAN- 
TAGE IN NUMBERS OF TRADE OFFICIALS, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT US 
BUSINESSMEN IN MOSCOW. AFTER THE SECRETARY MADE CLEAR WE 
WERE CERTAIN OF THE CASE AGAINST AVDYUNIN AND WOULD NOT 
ACCEPT RETALIATION WITHOUT REACTING, IT WAS AGREED THAT 
VASEV WOULD CARRY OUT MOSCOW'S INSTRUCTIONS ORALLY, RATHER 
THAN BY NOTE, AND THAT WE WOULD RESPOND BY SUGGESTING THEY 
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT OUR EVIDENCE AGAINST AVDYUNIN. VASEV 
WOULD THEN AGREE TO GO BACK TO MOSCOW ON OUR PROPOSAL. 

2. VASEV LATER IN THE DAY CALLED ON SHULMAN, MAKING THE 
THREE POINTS MENTIONED BY DOBRYNIN AND A FOURTH POINT: THAT 
IF THE US EXPELS A COUNSELOR FROM THE SOVIET TRADE OFFICE 
THE SOVIET SIDE WILL TAKE "APPROPRIATE MEASURES IT DEEMS 
NECESSARY." SHULMAN REITERATED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
DOUBT THAT IF THE ACTION AGAINST KURSCH STANDS, WE WILL 
PROCEED TO EXPEL ONE OF THEIR COUNSELORS. HOWEVER, RE- 
GARDING THE ALLEGED FABRICATION OF A CASE AGAINST AVDYUNIN, 
WE HAVE EVIDENCE IN ADDITION TO THAT ALREADY SHOWN VASEV, 
AND WOULD BE PREPARED TO SHOW IT TO HIM OR DOBRYNIN IN 
ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAD ABSOLUTELY SOUND GROUNDS 
FOR THE PNG OF AVDYUNIN. SHULMAN SUGGESTED WE HOLD OFF 

THE ACTION REGARDING KURSCH UNTIL THAT HAS BEEN DONE. 

VASEV REPLIED THAT HE WOULD REPORT THAT TO MOSCOW. 

3. WE EXPECT TO ARRANGE THE SHOWING OF THE ADDITIONAL 
EVIDENCE EARLY NEXT WEEK. IF IN THE MEANTIME, THE MFA 
SHOULD AGAIN DEMAND KURSCHS DEPARTURE, YOU SHOULD MAKE 
SURE THAT THE MFA'S DEMARCHE TAKES ACCOUNT OF TODAY'S 
TALK WITH VASEV. IF THE MFA MAKES CLEAR THAT THEY ARE 
RESPONDING TO SHULMAN'S DEMARCHE OF TODAY, YOU MAY PROCEED 
TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR KURSCH S DEPARTURE BUT INFORM 
THE DEPARTMENT NIACT. VANCE UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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